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Grade 8: Listening Tasks
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Karen: How was your vacation, Sammy?

Sammy: It was great, Karen. Would you like to see some photos?

Karen: Oh, yes. I'd love to.

Sammy: Here | am in the first photo, in the hotel lobby. On the first day of our
vacation, the weather was bad. It rained all day and we stayed
inside.

Karen: Did the weather get better after that?

Sammy: Yes. The next day was sunny and warm. Here, look at the second
picture.

Karen: Oh! You're hiking through the hills. The trees and flowers look so
beautiful.

Sammy: Yes, it was a wonderful place, and it was so quiet.
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Karen:

Sammy:

Karen:

Sammy:

Karen:

Sammy:

Karen:

Sammy:

Karen:

Sammy:

And what did you do after that?

On the third day, we decided to go snorkeling so we went to the
beach.

Snorkeling?

You know — swimming under water with a special mask to breathe.
We saw beautiful, colorful fish. You can see my sister snorkeling in
the picture.

Yes, she seems to be having fun.

And here's the last picture. That was when we went to an art
museum. Look — here we are in front of the museum.

Ooh, that sounds interesting. What kind of paintings did you see?

We saw some famous paintings and some modern art, too. It was
really interesting.

What a great vacation! Thanks for showing me your photos, Sammy.

You're welcome.
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Task 2
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Tom: Hello, I'm Tom Johnson. Welcome to our radio program, You Can Make
a Change. Today, my guest is Rona Parker, a student at Kenmore
Junior High School. Hello, Rona.

Rona: Hello Tom.
Tom: Rona, you've started a group called No to Bullies. What are bullies?
Rona: Bullies are kids who hurt and frighten children at school. Some bullies

take the other kids' money and books. Other bullies push and hit the
children. They sometimes also call them horrible names.

Tom: | see — and when did you started your group, Rona?

Rona: Umm, about six months ago. Some friends and | decided that it was
time to stop the bullies.

Tom: Good for you! What did you do?

Rona: Well, first we talked to the bullies and told them to stop hurting other
kids. Then, we talked to the kids at school and showed them how to
stand up to the bullies.

Tom: What do you mean, "stand up to the bullies"?

Rona: Well, | mean kids should just say, "Stop it now!" and walk away.
Because if a kid doesn't do anything and just cries, the bully will want to
hurt him more.
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Tom: Well, that's a great idea, Rona. And has your group made a change?
Do kids feel better about coming to school now?

Rona: Oh, yes. Now most kids aren't afraid to come to school. They know how
to stand up to bullies. Also, more kids are joining our group.

Tom: Well Rona, thank you for telling us about your group, No to Bullies.
You've really made a change at your school.

Now answer the questions.
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PART A (20 points) = (a5 20) J 9 asudllf
TASK 1 dagt/

Listen to Sammy and Karen talking
about Sammy’s family vacation.

Sammy showed Karen four pictures.
Look at the pictures on the page.

Write a number next to each picture
in the order that Sammy showed
them. (There are more pictures than
you need.)

You will hear the dialogue twice.
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TASK 2 dagt/

You will hear an interview. First
read the questions on the page.
Then listen to the interview and
answer the questions.

You will hear the interview twice.
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Questions

1.

Circle one answer.

Rona is on the radio program to talk about

a. why she hurt other kids at school.

b. why she went to another school.

c. how she helped kids at her school.

Circle one answer.
Bullies are kids who
a. help other kids.
b. cry at school.

c. hurt other kids.

Circle one answer.

What is the name of Rona's group?
a. "No to Bullies"

b. "You Can Make a Change"

c. "Stop It Now"

Circle TWO answers.

What can a kid do to stop a bully?
a. Help the bully.

Hurt the bully.

Start to cry.

Walk away.

® oo T

Say, "Stop it now!"

Write the answer.
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How do kids feel about coming to school now?

2 Mo - m Anvsk nobaixa man

i~ i il Sl 3 Gl




AG dadiall Jde Jandl aals

o Lall - Gelill Guall & jalaiyl dalll 3 Gladsl 72 1O = /1 09D MYAIR3 JIan



PART B (60 points) — (as . 20) é,:'l.fi.’l Asadlf

TASK 3 dagt/
Look at the ads and read the s 1 Qe 15315 L3l Bey! 2T
sentences below. Match the Jandly BMey) ons a3Y
sentences to the ads by writing the 838 A laatl 03, 0] IS sl )
number of the sentence next to the (- LAeylsae o ST Jantl sac 1ail)
correct picture. (There are more
sentences than you need.)

(a)

(c) (d)
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w

Things never stop with...
Alexander

1. "My favorite singer has some great new songs. | can’t wait to hear them!"
"Look how dirty the floor is! We have to wash it before our friends arrive."
"You're always late. Please try to come on time tomorrow."

"It's really hot today. I'm very thirsty and | need a drink."

"My hair’s a terrible mess. | want to wash it before we go out."

o ok wD

"| feel like eating something sweet. Let's stop at the kiosk on the way home."
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TASK 4 dagt/

Read the email messages about g 3a 50 dsa B9 aSIY) ol Sl 1531
volunteering. Then answer the LGN adall 5 Y e cally o sl

questions on the next page.

From: amira_b@netgroup.co.il
Date: 30th August 2004

To: mike_t@ youngnet.org
Subject: My new volunteer work

Hi Mike,

What's new? | started volunteering in a program to help senior citizens*.

I'm helping a very nice woman. Her name is Linda and she's 74 years old.

| help her cook, clean, and do the shopping. Sometimes we go for walks in the park.
| don’t get paid for this work, but | really enjoy it. What | like most is to sit and chat
with Linda. She tells me interesting stories about when she was young. It's hard to
believe, but in those days young people were not so different from us!

Write soon,

Amira

From: mike_t@ youngnet.org
Date: 30th August 2004

To: amira_b@ netfgroup.co.il
Subject: My new volunteer work

Hi Amira,

How are you? I'm also a volunteer. I'm helping Ron, a younger kid who lives
across the street. Ron needs a lot of help in English, so | go fo his house once
a week. We talk about what he learned in class. Then | help him with his
homework. Sometimes | need to explain things many times when he doesn't
understand. When he gets good grades, we both feel great. Maybe I'll be a
teacher some day!

Bye for now,

Mike

senior Citizens — & 65 ;e aajlact w3 il pali syl
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Questions

1. Circle one answer.
What is the subject of the two email messages?
a. Helping people

b. Looking for a new job

o

Meeting new people

o

. Getting good grades

2. Complete the sentence with ONE word.

Another word for "working without pay" is

3. Circle one answer.
What did Amira learn from Linda?
a. To read interesting stories about different people

b. That teenagers weren’t so different in the past

(@]

. Better ways to cook, clean, and shop

o

. Why it is important to go for a walk every day

4. Complete the sentence.

When Mike goes to Ron's house, he

5. Write the answer.

What does Mike do when Ron doesn't understand?

6. Complete the sentences.
Both Amira and Mike feel good about what they do. Amira especially likes to

with Linda. Mike feels great when Ron
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TASK 5 dagt/

Read the article from Teen Time
Magazine and answer the
questions on the next page.

Teen Time Magazine {L;_n e JBL L8]

AJEN Laglall 3 ALY e ol

Food and You
by Susan Duncan

Our reporter, Susan Duncan, looks at the way teens eat
and gives readers food for thought.

Do you have good eating habits?
Do you eat a healthy breakfast?
People with good eating habits
eat breakfast every day. They eat
healthy foods such as fruits and
vegetables. They usually do not
eat sweets and fast food such as
hamburgers, pizza and chips.

Teen Time Magazine decided to
find out about teenagers' eating
habits. We decided to ask a group
of teens three questions: Do you
eat breakfast every morning?
What are your favorite foods? Do
you eat a lot of sweets such as
candies and chocolates?

First, we found that most
teenagers eat breakfast every
morning. This is good news
because kids do better in school
when they begin the day with a
healthy breakfast. However, the
answer to the second question
was different. Most teens like
unhealthy foods. For example,
40% of the teenagers said that

Write and tell us about your eating habits.
Email letters to: editor@teentime.org

fast food is their favorite, and
30% said that sweets are their
favorite. We were surprised to
find out that only 24% of the
teens like home-cooking — a
healthy meal cooked by Mom
or Dad!

Many teens today are saying

“no” to sweets

4 Finally, most teenagers eat too

many sweets. As Tom, an
eighth grader at Hoover Junior
High School, explained, "
know that | eat too many
sweets. It's hard to stop, but
I'm really trying my best!"

So, what did we find out?
Teenagers’ eating habits are
not very healthy, but they are
getting better. Many teens
today are saying “no” to sweets
and are eating more healthy
foods such as fruits and
vegetables. What about

you? Do you need to change
your eating habits?
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Questions

1. Write TWO answers from the text.

What are good eating habits? (paragraph 1)

a.
b.

2. Circle one answer.

What did the magazine team want to know? (paragraph 2)

a.

b
C.
d

What foods teenagers eat

. What magazine teenagers read

Which foods parents cook

. Which fast foods are healthy

3. Circle one answer.

What did the magazine team learn about teenagers' favorite foods?
(paragraph 3)

a.
b.
C.
d.

Most teens like home-cooked food the best.

Fast food is the most popular food among teenagers.
Most teens like sweets more than other kinds of food.
Sweets are less popular than home-cooked food.

4. Circle one answer.

What did the reporter learn about teenagers’ eating habits? (paragraph 5)

a.

b
C.
d

Most teens are saying "no" to fruits.

. Teens’ eating habits are getting healthier.

Most teens do not eat breakfast in the morning.

. Itis difficult for teens to find healthy food at home.

5. Circle one answer.

The writer wrote this text for

a.

b
C.
d

children.

. parents.

teenagers.

. teachers.
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PART C (20 points) = (asju 20) EIlEY Asadlf
TASK 6 Lagt/

What is in the picture?

On the next page, write four
sentences about what you see.

You may use the words in the word
bank.

Pay attention to grammar, spelling
and punctuation.
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Word Bank Lads (330
shopping bag house door
carry woman people
help food flower
hold near street
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TASK 7 dagt/

Write to a pen pal in another
country about how you spend
your time.

Choose a typical day and write
about activities at school and after
school that your pen pal would find
most interesting.

Write 35-50 words and pay
attention to grammar, spelling and
punctuation.
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Dear Pen Pal,

November 30, 2004

From,
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N Scoring Form for English Test, Eighth Grade, Version B
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e This form will be read by an optical scanner.

Use only a BLACK OR BLUE PEN.

e Do not use correction fluid.

e Should you make a mistake, shade the entire box and then mark the

correct box with an X.

e For multiple-choice questions, mark the answer chosen by the student

with an X.

e Score the open questions according to the general scoring

instructions. Mark the appropriate score with an X.

e Mark n.a. if the student did not answer the question.

e Do not mark answers to questions that are blacked out on the

Scoring Form.
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Scoring Form for English Test, Eighth Grade, Version B
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Use only a BLACK OR BLUE PEN.

e Do not use correction fluid.

e Should you make a mistake, shade the entire box and then mark the

correct box with an X.

e For multiple-choice questions, mark the answer chosen by the student

with an X.

e Score the open questions according to the general scoring

instructions. Mark the appropriate score with an X.

e Mark n.a. if the student did not answer the question.

e Do not mark answers to questions that are blacked out on the

Scoring Form.
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